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Mission Statement 
 

 The mission of the Crete Public Schools Arboretum is to provide a place of education, 
recreation and beauty. 

 
Objectives 
 

 To foster a ‘sense of place’ for Crete Public School students. 
 To support the overall health of the Crete community and Rural America. 
 To encourage environmental stewardship, sustainable living and wellness. 
 To serve as a ‘living laboratory’ for high-quality, nature-based education and outdoor 

experiential learning. 
 To educate students and visitors on basic tree maintenance and care.  
 To preserve and care for the trees inhabiting the arboretum.  
 To add and care for new species, both native and exotic. 
 To encourage thought leaders, industry experts, local partners and school staff 

members to work alongside students as means of sharing valuable field expertise with 
the next generation. 

 To utilize the onsite native prairie garden and greenhouse to grow plants for future 
display in the arboretum. 

 Transplanted trees will add an additional layer of hands-on learning and care, as 
students care and observe natural cycles and plant growth. 

 Transplanted flowers will add a vibrant beauty to the arboretum’s hardscape 
features. 

 To promote inclusion by offering bilingual educational options. 
 To advance access via an interactive digital map that employs GPS technology to 

identify the user’s position within the arboretum, as well as identifying the location of 
specific trees.  

 Specific trees will be showcased for their ecological importance and/or 
distinguishable characteristics. 

 By a simple click on a mobile device and computer, users can learn a tree’s 
scientific name, taxonomy, environmental significance, and observe a high-
resolution image of that specific tree.  

 In addition, an oral history as recorded by the person(s) who planted or 
cared for the tree will be embedded as an audio file.  

 Furthermore, hyperlinks to global and national tree profile databases 
will provide supplemental learning materials for each tree. 

 To allow approved interns and/or volunteers to work in the arboretum by assisting with 
the care and maintenance of the trees, plants, and general landscape.  



Management  
 

 The arboretum remains a focal point for onsite landscape management, which is 
accomplished through organic mulching over tree roots and shrubs, avoidance of 
chemical pesticides, herbicides and insecticides where possible, the providing of 
shelter for small wildlife, and other environmentally-friendly practices. 

 Crete Public Schools provides the necessary labor and staff.   
 Maintenance of the arboretum is overseen by the Facilities Department and 

Cardinal Community Learning Centers, along with the Success Academy, Crete 
FFA Chapter, and the district’s students, parents and staff. 

 Interns and volunteers are used when needed and are overseen by the 
afterschool program. 

 The arboretum’s co-founder, and current Curator Emeritus, Michael Coe, dedicated his 
career as a high school science teacher to growing and sustaining the arboretum. Now 
retired, Mr. Coe continues to offer advice and guidance in management practices. 

 Community support continues as a result of comments made by then-Nebraska 
Statewide Arboretum Director, Joe Young, when he declared at the arboretum’s 
dedication ceremony in 1986, that the Crete Public Schools Arboretum was the first 
recorded arboretum in nation to be located at a public school. 

 Classes of students dating back to 1979, conducted recycling projects, in 
particular collecting aluminum cans, as means of purchasing a tree to plant as a 
representation of their graduating class. The generational buy-in has contributed 
to the space’s continued existence, and has resulted in continual support from 
alumni, which ensures the arboretum’s value, proper management, and 
posterity. 

 In 2020, Joel Bramhall, the former director of education for the Myriad Botanical 
Gardens located in downtown Oklahoma City, assumed curator duties. He initiated the 
arboretum’s restoration by securing funding to enhance learning capabilities and 
improve aesthetics. Joel also led an update for data collection techniques, and 
reestablished relationships with similarly missioned organizations. 

 Mr. Bramhall is the author of Garden Groundbreakers, an award-winning, first-
of-its-kind, garden-based learning curriculum program. He led the inner-city 
students of the only active, onsite public school at botanic garden or arboretum 
to academic achievement through experiential learning. His public speech and 
presentation, Future-Focused Learning for Growing Self-Reliant Communities, 
has been presented across the central United States. 

 The arboretum is now able to offer interactive 21st Century education opportunities, 
specifically tailored to actively engage students and the public (formal, nonformal and 
informal learning takes place throughout the year). 

 The arboretum development is overseen by the Board of Education for Crete Public 
Schools.   

 
Documentation of trees 
 

 A catalog of arboretum trees is stored in an electronic software platform, which serves 
as a database. 



 The platform will be curated by the director of Cardinal Community Learning 
Centers.   

 The platform is accessible online, and can be found throughout the arboretum by 
employing the QR codes placed on the permanent physical interpretative signage, as 
well as via the hyperlink on the arboretum’s webpage located on the Crete Public 
Schools website. 

 The platform’s tree archive is updated as needed by the director of Cardinal 
Community Learning Centers with assistance from a web design company based in 
Lincoln, Nebraska, as well as data input and graphic design support from Crete Public 
Schools’ staff and students. 

 
Master Plan  
 

 The Board of Education for Crete Public Schools is responsible approving a short-term 
and long-term plans for the arboretum, which are highlighted by the adherence and 
maintenance to the standards established by the following accreditations and 
certifications of the arboretum: 

 Institutional member, American Public Gardens Association 
 Landscape steward site affiliate, Nebraska Statewide Arboretum 
 Certified Schoolyard Habitat, National Wildlife Federation 

as well as the following certifications of the onsite native prairie garden: 
 Pollinator Habitat, Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources, University of 

Nebraska - Lincoln  
 Monarch Waystation, Monarch Watch, Kansas Biological Survey, University of 

Kansas.  
 The plan’s development and adherence are the duties of the arboretum’s curator. 
 The plan may be adjusted as needed.      

 
Organizational or Governance Group 
 

 The Board of Education for Crete Public Schools is the governing board and authority 
for the school district, which includes the arboretum. The six members of the Board of 
Education for Crete Public Schools are elected by registered voters of the school 
district. Elections are held every two years. Board of Education members serve four-
year terms and receive no compensation for their work. The board is responsible for 
establishing the policies under which the school system operates. They must also act 
within the framework of rules set forth by the Nebraska State Board of Education and 
Nebraska and federal laws. Board members must represent the unique needs of their 
ward and the community. 

 
Collection  
 

 At least 28 species are identified and documented in the arboretum, – see list below. 
These will soon appear on a searchable, open-access, interactive digital map, which will 
be available to the public upon final construction at the following link: 
https://viewer.mapme.com/crete-public-schools-arboretum 



 
 Additional species will be added to the list as more trees and shrubs are identified and 

planted throughout the arboretum. 
 
Royalty Crabtree Malus 'Royalty' 
Douglas Fir Pseudotsuga menziesii 
Gingko Tree Ginkgo biloba 
Redbud Cercis canadensis 
Rocky Mountain Douglas-Fir Pseudotsuga menziesii var. glauca 
Swamp White Oak Zuercus bicolor 
Wisconsin Weeping Willow Salix x blanda 
Eastern White Pine Pinus strobus 
Forsythia Forsythia x intermedia 
Washington Hawthorne Crataegus phaenopyrum 
Japanese Tree Lilac Syringa amurensis var. japonica 
Norway Maple Acer platanoides 
Thornles Cockspur Hawthorn Crataegus crusgalli var. inermis 
Scotch Pine Pinus sylvestris 
Swamp White Oak Zuercus bicolor 
Bur Oak Zuercus macrocarpa 
Northern Catalpa Catalpa speciosa 
Lynwood Gold Forsythia Forsythia x intermedia 'Lynwood' 
American Linden Tilia americana 
Redmond Linden Tilia x euchlora 'Redmond' 
Black Hills Spruce Piceas glauca var. densata 
Northern Red Oak Quercus rubra 
Whitebud Cercis canadensis var. alba 
Eastern Cottonwood Populus deltoides 
Kentucky Coffeetree Gymnocladus dioicus 
Hackberry Celtis occidentalis 
River Burch Betula Nigra 
Pin Oak Quercus palustris 
 
 
Staff or Volunteer Support 
 

 Dr. Joshua McDowell, Superintendent, Crete Public Schools 
 Joel Bramhall, Curator/Cardinal Community Learning Centers Director, Crete 

Public Schools  
 Jeff Renn, Director of Facilities, Crete Public Schools 
 Staff of the Facilities Department, Crete Public Schools 
 Michael Coe, Curator Emeritus/Arboretum Founder 
 Casey Carriker, Agricultural Education/FFA Chapter Advisor, Crete Public 

Schools 



 Stanley Croft, Success Academy, Crete Public Schools 
 Maridza Vasquez, Site Coordinator, Cardinal Community Learning Centers, Crete 

Public Schools 
 High School Student Interns, Cardinal Community Learning Centers, Crete Public 

Schools 
 Staff and students, Cardinal Community Learning Centers, Crete Public Schools 
 Staff and students, Crete Public Schools 
 Staff and students, Success Academy, Crete Public Schools 
 Alumni of Crete Public Schools 
 Community partners from various organizations 
 Volunteers from various local organizations 

 
 
Public Dimension 
 

 The Crete Public Schools Arboretum is open and accessible to the public, as it is 
located on the shared campus of three Crete Public Schools buildings – Crete Middle 
School, Crete Intermediate School, and Crete High School – within the city limits of 
Crete, Nebraska. The school district serves over 2,130 students from PK through Grade 
12. The community of Crete is located approximately 15 miles southwest of Lincoln, 
Nebraska, and is home to Doane University. According to the United States Census 
Bureau in 2019, Crete’s population numbered 7,043 residents, of which 45.2% were 
Hispanic or Latino. 

 
 The main vehicle entrance for Crete Middle School uniquely divides the arboretum 

into two distinct showcase areas. A public sidewalk borders ¾ of the arboretum, while 
the remaining border is a parking lot. The arboretum has no physical barriers to entry 
and no stairs. A memorial water fountain is the centerpiece of the space’s hardscape 
features, which is accessible via a sidewalk connected to the parking lot. 

 
 The H.O.M.E. Celebration (Helpful Outreach for the Monarch’s Expedition) is an 

extravaganza scheduled for September, which aims to unite students, families, and the 
entire community at the intersection of nature conservation and honoring heritage. As 
Crete is located along the monarch butterfly migration corridor, as they seek winter 
roosting in the oyamel fir forests of Mexico. This connects with the heritage of the 
community’s growing Hispanic/Latino population, while advancing the message of 
nature conservation as we join together to help the monarch reach its destination as we 
build our own shared sense of community and family right here in our shared home of 
Crete. The event is family-friendly with learning and recreational activities occurring 
within the arboretum, including engagement stations to educate visitors on pollinators 
and small animal wildlife that call it home. Additional learning activities can be found 
in the onsite native prairie garden.  

 
 In addition to formal instructional day learning activities held during the school year, 

nonformal experiential learning occurs during the afterschool program and in the 
summer, while informal learning throughout the year occurs naturally by those who 



visit and read the interpretative signage and access the interactive digital map. The 
arboretum seems to always be bustling with recreational activity, while the trees and 
wildlife provide serenity for anyone who seeks it. 

 
 The celebration of Arbor Day highlights the arboretum’s purpose and function by 

enriching the knowledge and skills of students through hands-on tree maintenance and 
tree identification tutorials. The celebration is unique, as Arbor Day was founded in 
Nebraska, and the Arbor Day Farm and Lodge is located only 65 miles east of Crete. 

 

 


